WBC AGM – 22nd February 2007

Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC) Report.

General.
This report covers the winter 2006 and summer 2007 waterbird counts, conducted by volunteers of the Witwatersrand Bird Club.  The data collected is forwarded to, and processed by the Avian Demography Unit, and forms part of the Africa and World wetlands waterbird survey. The data is also used locally to supplement state of the environment and biodiversity reports, as well as providing guidance towards national policy formulation.

A brief summary of the counts at Rolfe’s Pan, Elandsvlei, Vaalkop Dam and Nylsvley follows.

Rolfe’s Pan.

The perimeter of the pan is now virtually fully occupied with industrial sites and factories, making it near impossible to do birding in the normal way.  For the uninformed, we do our bird counts from the balcony of a factory on the eastern side of the pan.

The winter 2006 count came to 174 birds, which is slightly more than half of the average winter count figures for Rolfe’s Pan.

With the summer 2007 count, the water level appeared to be slightly higher, covering the small islands in the northwest corner of the pan.  The result of this is that there were relatively few birds around.  Total count came to 282 birds (19 species), which is just shy of the long-term summer average of around 300.  The western shore is now completely built up and one cannot access the pan on that side any longer.
Elandsvlei.

Apart from winter 2003 when the pans were bone dry, last winter yielded the lowest winter count ever at Elandsvlei with a count of only 651 birds.  Interestingly enough the winter count of 2005 was the highest ever at 5140 birds.

During the recent summer 2007 count, bird numbers were disappointingly low again due to low water levels (main pan 30% and the secondary pan 40%). Total count came to 777 birds (28 species) compared to the summer average of 1650 birds.

Vaalkop Dam.

Compared to the winter average of around 3000 birds, winter 2006 at Vaalkop Dam gave us a slightly higher than average count of 3500, which is less than half of the record count for winter 2005 of 7470 birds.

Summer 2007 turned out to be a very good count. With the water level just above 60%, we managed a figure of just less than 6000 birds, which is way above the summer average of 1350 birds.  Previous highest count was in 2004 which came to 4300 birds.

Nylsvley.

The highlight of this report must surely be the 2006 winter count for Nylsvley.  Another record was broken with a count of 3173 birds, nearly 1100 more than the previous highest count of 2084 of winter 2004.  This is also way above the winter average of 920 birds.

Summer 2007 on the other hand only delivered a count of 282 birds, which is only about a third of the average summer count for Nylsvley.  The vlei was virtually dry with very little water at the different hides.

Conclusion.

The data collected during these events or outings, is crucial to complete the bigger picture.  My thanks once again go out to all those members who assisted during the review period.  Your input is deeply appreciated.

Thank you.

Koos van Dÿk.

